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Profiles 

The Composers 

Anna Rice is a composer for both screen and concert. Her credits include the theme song to the BBC animated 
series Zombie Hotel, Baghdad Express, Revelations and Anton. She has worked as composer/producer and performer with 
internationally acclaimed musicians Zoe Conway, Michael O’Toole, Sinead O’Connor, Frankie Gavin, Jack L, Brian 
Kennedy, Hollywood Studio Symphony Orchestra and the City of Prague Philharmonic Orchestra. In 2006 she was 
awarded the Bill Whelan International Music Bursary and was nominated for a European Film Music Award: ‘New Sound 
in European Film’. In 2008, Anna was one of 12  composers invited to the prestigious ASCAP TV & Filmscoring workshop 
in Los Angeles, where she worked at 20th Century Fox Studios. An ethnic music specialist, Anna received her MA in 
Ethnomusicology from the Irish World Music Centre as well as training in Film Scoring at the Royal College of Music in 
London, and through the Screen Training Ireland/UCLA Extension Film Scoring Programme. In 2003 she graduated with 
a BA in Music from Trinity College Dublin and received her performance diploma in Violin from the Royal Schools of 
Music, London. Her scores are published by First Name Music & Novello.

Kevin Nolan is a composer of orchestral and electronic music. Working from his personal studio, KNECT in 
Dublin, Ireland, Kevin has composed music for numerous theatre productions and TV documentaries in Ireland and 
internationally. Subsequent to completing UCLA/STI film scoring modules with Maestro Derek Gleeson and Hollywood 
composers Don Ray, Bob Drasnin and Conrad Pope, Kevin embarked on several orchestral works which have been 
recorded with the Bulgarian Philharmonia Orchestra. With a background in both music and science, Kevin is a member of 
the Institute for Research into Computer Music and Acoustics (IRCAM, Paris). In 2008 he released his first popular-science 
book titled Mars, A Cosmic Stepping Stone, published by Springer/Copernicus books of New York. Inspired by the impact 
of space exploration on Humanity, his orchestral and IRCAM connections, Kevin is currently engaged in a large scale 
contemporary music live project traversing classical, electronic and computer music genres titled Cosmic Connections, to 
premier in Dublin with the Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra in 2009 to mark UNESCO International Year of Astronomy.  

Jean O’Sullivan is an Irish composer living in Dublin. She has always had a passion for music – singing and writing 
songs at an early age and later studying piano. She obtained her B.A. (2002) and M.A. (2006) Degrees in Music from Trinity 
College Dublin, where she specialized in composition and music technology. She also has an M.A. in Computer Music 
(2006) from the National University of Ireland, Maynooth. Her main interest is film music and she has attended Film 
Scoring workshops held by Conrad Pope and Mark Northam. She has completed two Film Scoring modules (tutored by 
the late Don Brandon Ray) and two Studio Conducting modules (tutored by Milen Nachev and Bob Drasnin respectively) 
with Screen Training Ireland. She was a participant composer in the Moonstone International/Sundance Institute’s 
Filmmakers’ Lab held in Renvyle, Ireland in 2005.  Jean has also written electroacoustic and musique concrète pieces. 
In December 2006 her electroacoustic ‘tape’ composition, Image, was broadcast on Artzone, Anna Livia FM and played at 
the EAR-Plugged Festival in Dublin. Jean divides her time between composing, teaching music theory and working as a 
graphic artist.  



The Composers 

The first female President of Ireland (Mary Robinson) reserved her most 
passionate thanks for “the women of Ireland - Mná na hÉireann”- who 

instead of rocking the cradle rocked the system, and came out in massive 
numbers to make their mark on the ballot paper, and on a new Ireland.

The act known as ‘Women of Ireland’ comprises the best female performers within the Irish musical tradition. 
The name ‘Women of Ireland’ refers to a beautiful piece of music bearing the same name and known in 

the Irish language as ‘Mná na hÉireann’, which translates as ‘Women of Ireland’.

‘Women of Ireland’ the act, will showcase various female artists during different tours in different territories 
demonstrating the well of talent that exists within Ireland’s traditions of music, song and dance. The common 

theme inherent in all performances will be the presentation of the most revered qualities of Ireland’s ethnic music 
which will be transported from the Irish fireside to the international concert hall. Special significance will be 

placed on depicting the pure qualities of Irish music in a contemporary setting.

This tour marks the inaugural performance of ‘Women of Ireland’ in the U.S.A. and precedes a worldwide tour 
in 2009/10. The female artists of ‘Women of Ireland’ are delighted to be sharing the stage with the Dublin 

Philharmonic Orchestra and the other soloists on this unique tour.

The 2009 ‘Women of Ireland’ (January-March) tour stars Michelle Lally (vocals), Denise Brennan (vocals),  
Ingrid Madsen (vocals), Athena Tergis (Fiddle) and Fiona Collins (dance) amongst other special guests.

‘Women of Ireland’ is created and produced by Eric Cunningham in association with Celtic Entertainments (Ireland).

A recording featuring the ‘Women of Ireland’ with the Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra 
is available at the DPO stand in the foyer all concert venues.

“You have a voice. I will make it heard”
Mary Robinson, President of Ireland (1990-1997)

www.women-of-ireland.com
For further details on tours and merchandise visit the ‘Women of Ireland’ website.
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Peadar Townsend Born in County Cork, Ireland, Peadar Townsend studied at the Cork School of Music, the Royal 
College of Music in Manchester, England and completed his Masters in Music Composition at the National University 
of Ireland, Maynooth with first class honours. Also versed in traditional Irish, orchestral, and contemporary percussion, 
Peadar is a regular performer with many orchestras and international artists. His composition credits include a score for 
the Irish film, The Dance Hall and he has been composer participant on Moonstone International, the European affiliate of the 
Sundance Festival. In September 2007, his epic orchestral work called The Battle for Brosna was premiered in Texas with the 
Laredo Philharmonic to critical acclaim.  

Ken Tuohy began composing music in the early 1990s, writing for theatre productions such as William 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest, A Winter’s Tale and As You Like It. He has also writen for film and has composed music for 
documentaries and dramas. His credits include the historical documentary Dublin, Medieval Charm & Georgian Splendour 
(1999) and the docu-drama Ghost Tales of York (2006). He studied music both at the Dublin Conservatory of Music & Drama 
and The Royal Irish Academy of Music, and at the National Univertsity of Ireland, Maynooth where he graduated with an 
Honours Degree in 2003. He completed a Masters Degree at the University of Limerick in 2005. Throughout his career he 
developed a strong interest in writing music for film & television and was awarded The International Certificate in Film 
Scoring from UCLA and Screen Training Ireland, having studied with Don B. Ray, Robert Drasnin, Scott Smalley and 
Conrad Pope. Recent compositions have focused on the rich heritage of Celtic music. Erin’s Children was written for soprano 
and orchestra and expresses the longing of the mythical ‘Erin’ for her children today to reach out to each other in peace 
and friendship.

JJ Vernon completed a Diploma in Popular Music and Sound Recording in the 1990’s and moved to Dublin to work 
with composer Bill Whelan. In the pre–Riverdance/pre–Celtic Tiger Ireland, Hollywood composers, most notably the late 
Elmer Bernstein, travelled to Dublin to record their film scores. This inspired him to learn how to compose for orchestra. 
JJ studied with Don Ray and Bob Drasnin on Screen Training Ireland/UCLA’s Film Scoring Programme and achieved a 
post graduate certificate. JJ was also chosen to participate in the prestigious I.M.R.O. film scoring workshop and had his 
score for the film All God’s Children recorded by the RTÉ concert Orchestra. JJ has since composed music for several films, 
many theatre productions and has done orchestral arrangements for actor/singer Patrick Bergin and the acclaimed 
songwriter Jimmy MacCarthy. JJ lives in Dublin where he is married with three young children. He is currently recording 
a series of his piano compositions. www.jjvernon.com   



The Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra
Recording at Studio 1, Radio Telefís Éireann, Dublin. 

CDs are available through www.amazon.com

The Composers 
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               Notes 

A leading supplier of technology solutions, education/training and 
service support within Critical Care, Obstetrics, Resuscitation, Interventional 

Cardiology, Endoscopy and Primary & GP Care

Cardiac Services are proud to support 
The Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra 

on their inaugural U.S. Tour





 Dublin 
Philharmonic   
 Orchestra

Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra

The Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra 
brings together the finest of Irish 
and European orchestral musicians, 
with Irish and International 
soloists, conductors and composers...
celebrating our shared musical 
heritage, pursuing performance 
excellence in the tradition of classical 
and contemporary symphonic music.




