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Profiles 

The Composers 

Peadar Townsend Born in County Cork, Ireland, Peadar Townsend studied at the Cork School of Music, the Royal 
College of Music in Manchester, England and completed his Masters in Music Composition at the National University 
of Ireland, Maynooth with first class honours. Also versed in traditional Irish, orchestral, and contemporary percussion, 
Peadar is a regular performer with many orchestras and international artists. His composition credits include a score for 
the Irish film, The Dance Hall and he has been composer participant on Moonstone International, the European affiliate of the 
Sundance Festival. In September 2007, his epic orchestral work called The Battle for Brosna was premiered in Texas with the 
Laredo Philharmonic to critical acclaim.  

Ken Tuohy began composing music in the early 1990s, writing for theatre productions such as William 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest, A Winter’s Tale and As You Like It. He has also writen for film and has composed music for 
documentaries and dramas. His credits include the historical documentary Dublin, Medieval Charm & Georgian Splendour 
(1999) and the docu-drama Ghost Tales of York (2006). He studied music both at the Dublin Conservatory of Music & Drama 
and The Royal Irish Academy of Music, and at the National Univertsity of Ireland, Maynooth where he graduated with an 
Honours Degree in 2003. He completed a Masters Degree at the University of Limerick in 2005. Throughout his career he 
developed a strong interest in writing music for film & television and was awarded The International Certificate in Film 
Scoring from UCLA and Screen Training Ireland, having studied with Don B. Ray, Robert Drasnin, Scott Smalley and 
Conrad Pope. Recent compositions have focused on the rich heritage of Celtic music. Erin’s Children was written for soprano 
and orchestra and expresses the longing of the mythical ‘Erin’ for her children today to reach out to each other in peace 
and friendship.

JJ Vernon completed a Diploma in Popular Music and Sound Recording in the 1990’s and moved to Dublin to work 
with composer Bill Whelan. In the pre–Riverdance/pre–Celtic Tiger Ireland, Hollywood composers, most notably the late 
Elmer Bernstein, travelled to Dublin to record their film scores. This inspired him to learn how to compose for orchestra. 
JJ studied with Don Ray and Bob Drasnin on Screen Training Ireland/UCLA’s Film Scoring Programme and achieved a 
post graduate certificate. JJ was also chosen to participate in the prestigious I.M.R.O. film scoring workshop and had his 
score for the film All God’s Children recorded by the RTÉ concert Orchestra. JJ has since composed music for several films, 
many theatre productions and has done orchestral arrangements for actor/singer Patrick Bergin and the acclaimed 
songwriter Jimmy MacCarthy. JJ lives in Dublin where he is married with three young children. He is currently recording 
a series of his piano compositions. www.jjvernon.com   
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Recording at Studio 1, Radio Telefís Éireann, Dublin. 
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               Notes 

A leading supplier of technology solutions, education/training and 
service support within Critical Care, Obstetrics, Resuscitation, Interventional 

Cardiology, Endoscopy and Primary & GP Care

Cardiac Services are proud to support 
The Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra 

on their inaugural U.S. Tour
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Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra

The Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra 
brings together the finest of Irish 
and European orchestral musicians, 
with Irish and International 
soloists, conductors and composers...
celebrating our shared musical 
heritage, pursuing performance 
excellence in the tradition of classical 
and contemporary symphonic music.




